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Introduction
My name is Michael Lecher, and I am eight years old. My dad is Dr. Carl Lecher, director of the Institute for
Green and Sustainable Science at Marian University. I spent my summer doing Biology and Chemistry because I
wanted to learn about turtles and be in the lab with my dad.
During my time here, I learned the different types of turtles and how to tell them apart. My favorite turtle was
the red-eared slider because it has red ears, and my favorite color is red. I also liked seeing the different
designs on their shells, which help them hide from animals that might want to eat them.
I also got to work with birds. The best part about working with the birds was how they felt; their feathers were
really soft. Those feathers help keep them warm and help them fly because they are so light. I learned the
right way to hold the birds so I did not hurt them or myself.
My favorite part about working with fish was feeding them because I got to see the fish eat and learn about
how they eat. I liked seeing the fish because they were very pretty. Those colors helped the fish defend
themselves by hiding from other animals that eat them. All the animals I worked with had camouflage, which
helped them blend in with their home.
When I was doing Chemistry, I liked watching people do their work because I was able to see how chemicals
reacted with each other. I also learned which chemicals were dangerous.
Green and sustainable science is important to me because most stuff in the earth is made out of chemicals, and
you can figure out how many of them are bad and how many are not. It is important to know this because
using the bad chemicals could hurt yourself or somebody else. If these bad chemicals hurt a lot of animals,
they could go extinct and never come back. If this happens, they will not be able to do their job in their
habitat.

I was dissecting a fish to look at it under the microscope.
We were trying to figure out what happened to the fish
that lived in BPA water.

This is like the beta fish we dosed with
BPA. BPA can turn boy fish into girl
fish because it acts like a girl
hormone.

I am pulling out a turtle trap in the EcoLab. The trap was used to catch turtles so
that we could learn about them. I liked getting in the pond.
I am holding a red-eared slider turtle. It’s my
favorite type of turtle. I learned that it is best
to hold them like a sandwich.

My dad, my uncle, and I catch snapping turtles. They are very
dangerous because they have a strong bite than can take your
finger off.

Here I am standing by some cattails in the EcoLab.
I like them because they are very soft.
Cattails usually grow near water.
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